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DREAM
LIVING
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IT STARTS WITH ME

Guest Speaker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mrs. Sandra Douglass Morgan, President, Las Vegas Raiders                                                                
Closing Remarks  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mr. Wendell P. Williams

— BENEDICTION —
Minister Michele Taylor, Second Baptist Church

— BANQUET RECEPTION —
Entertainment by DAB Band

Opening Remarks  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Dr. Lawrence Weekly, Master of Ceremonies 
Presentation of Colors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cheyenne High School Color Guard 
Black National Anthem  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lift Every Voice 

— INVOCATION —
Minister Michele Taylor, Second Baptist Church

Welcome  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ms. Kaila Gay
Congressional Remarks  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  US Senator Jacky Rosen (video)
 Congressman Steven Horsford
 Congresswoman Susie Lee
Introduction of Grand Marshals  . . .Mr. Wendell P. Williams, Founder & President/Parade Chair 

— DINNER SERVED —
7:30pm  •  Entertainment by DAB Band

Sponsorship Acknowledgements
MGM Resorts International 
Living the Dream Sponsor

Caesars Entertainment 
Drum Major for Justice Sponsor  

NV Energy 
Drum Major for Justice Sponsor

KTNV Channel 13  •  Sumnu Marketing  

Southwest Gas  •  Wells Fargo  

Cox Communications  •  Republic Services  

NV Test Site MSTS   •  KCEP Power 88.1  

KSNV Channel 3  •  Jammin’ 105.7 Old School

PROGRAMME
-  BANQUET RECEPTION  -

Entertainment by DAB Band

Opening Remarks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Master and Mistress of Ceremonies 
                                                                     Dr. Lawrence Weekly & Ms. Jessica Rosado

Presentation of Colors . . . Veterans Tribute Career and Technical Academy Color Guard

Black National Anthem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ms. Chimini Branch

-  INVOCATION  -
Pastor Sean Taylor, Victory Missionary Baptist Church

Welcome . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mr. Shaundell Newsome

Introduction of Grand Marshals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mr. Wendell P. Williams
Founder & President/Parade Chair 

-  DINNER SERVED  -
7:30pm - Entertainment by DAB Band

Sponsorship Acknowledgements. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mr. Wendell P. Williams
Mr. Shaundell Newsome

Guest Speaker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Congressman Steven Horsford
US House of Representatives - NV

Closing Remarks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mr. Wendell P. Williams

-  BENEDICTION  -
Pastor Sean Taylor, Victory Missionary Baptist Church

42ND ANNUAL MLK 
SCHOLARSHIP BANQUET

43RD ANNUAL MLK 
SCHOLARSHIP BANQUET

King Week
Est. 1981

Saturday, January 18, 2025
THE ORLEANS HOTEL & CASINO 
French Quarter
4500 W. Tropicana Avenue
Las Vegas, NV 89103

6:00 pm - No-Host Cocktails
7:00 pm - Program & Dinner 
$150.00 per person or $1,500.00 per table of 10

For more information, please visit our
website: www.KingWeekLasVegas.com

Programme 
 Banquet Reception 

Entertainment by Mr. Melvin Williams 
 
Opening Remarks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Master of Ceremonies  

                                   Dr. Lawrence Weekly 
 
Presentation of Colors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Cheyenne High School Color Guard 
 Black National Anthem. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Miss Kiana Oliver      

Invocation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
Welcome. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Ms. Rhea Watson  
Congressional Remarks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Congressman Steven Horsford (video) 

 

 
Introduction of Grand Marshals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mr. Wendell P. Williams 

                                                        Founder & President/Parade Chair  

DINNER SERVED (7:30pm) 
(Entertainment by Mr. Melvin Williams) 

 
Guest Speaker. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .Rev. Dr. Jamal H. Bryant 

                                                                   New Birth Missionary Church  
 

                                        Sponsorship Acknowledgements
Parade Sponsor 

Corporate Sponsors 
Platinum Sponsors 

Gold Sponsor 
Silver Sponsors 

Bronze Sponsors 
Media Sponsor 

 
                                                                                                  

Closing Remarks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mr. Wendell P. Williams  
Benediction. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Committee Members 

Wendell P. Williams ~ President/Founder 
Delois Reece ~ Secretary 

Tonya Fortson ~ Treasurer 
Bettye Fortson ~ Parliamentarian 

 

 

Members
Kim Callahan 

KimTari Fortson-Cox 
Kaila Gay 

Taylor Greene 
Antonio Holmes

 

Sonia King

 
Shaundell Newsome 

Debra Sumler 
Shawina Timms 

Rhea Watson 



MLK GRAND MARSHALS HISTORY
1982 (Inaugural)
Rev. Willie Davis 

1983
Honorable Cleston Nelson

1984
Dr. Paul Meachum

1985
Cranford Crawford

1986
Linda McMosley
David Washington

1987
Faye Duncan Daniels 
James “Jimmy” Gay

1988
Richard Bryan
Helen Toland

1989
James McMillian
Rosie Smith

1990
Shirley Barber
Ron Lurie
Steve Miller

1991
Eliza Rhone
Wendell Williams

1992  (10th Anniversary)
Judge Lee Gates
Dora Harris

1993
Hattie Canty
Sam Smith

1994
Marzette Lewis
Rev. James Rogers

1995
Lee Brown
Bobbie Troutman

1996
Judge Addeliar Guy
Eva Simmons

1997
Verlia Grice Davis 
Frank Hawkins

1998
Andre Denson
Dr. Beverly Mathis

1999
Earnest Fountain
Stella Parson

2000
Yvonne Atkinson-Gates
Melvin Ennis
 
2001
William “Bob” Bailey
Bessie Braggs

2002  (20th Anniversary)
Rose McKinney James
Senator Joseph Neal

2003
Nedra Scott Armstrong
Wayne Tanaka 
 
2004
Barbara Jackson
Dr. James Tate 

2005
Dr. Anthony Pollard
Diane Pollard 

2006
Hannah Brown
Ramon Savoy    
 
2007
Rev. Jesse Scott
Marcia L. Washington
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MLK GRAND MARSHALS HISTORY
2008
Judge Johnnie Rawlinson
Lawrence Weekly

2009 
Dr. Tyree Carr 
Delores Sawyer

2010
Judge Karen Bennet-Haron
Tony Gladney

2011
Naomi Goynes 
Theron Goynes
Sarann Knight Preddy 

2012  (30th Anniversary)
Gene Collins
Patricia Cunningham 
Steve Schorr (Honorary)

2013
Rev. Marion D. Bennett
Lillian McMorris
KCEP Radio Station (Honorary) 
  

2014
Councilman Ricki Barlow
Pastor Willie Cherry
Ruby Duncan
Ida Gaines

2015
Brenda James McKinney
US Congressman  
Steven Horsford
Dr. Sonya Horsford

2016
Lonnie Chaney
Ylonda Dickerson
Aubrey Hambric
      
2017
Kimberly Bailey-Tureaud
Pastor Robert Fowler
Rev. Sylvester Rogers
Brenda Williams

2018
Tya Mathis-Coleman
Pastor Kelsey West

2019
Councilwoman Pamela 
Goynes-Brown
Councilman Cedric Crear
Asha Jones
Willie McTear

2020
Bettye Fortson
Craig Knight

2022  (40th Anniversary)
Duana Malone
Shaundell Newsome
Jayla Manor
Nigel Murray 

2023
Sandra Douglass Morgan
Attorney Aaron D. Ford
Nikki Fargas 
William Evans 
Justyn Boumah
Ava Ramirez
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US Senator Catherine Cortez Masto
Bobby McRoy
Bishop Tommy Collier
Elect-Lady Shirley Collier
Jeremiah Ferrell
Alliah Jordan

2024

2025
Dr. DeRionne Pollard
Commissioner William McCurdy II
Coach Hunkie Cooper
Dr. Lisa Morris Hibbler



Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Committee 
P. O. Box 270096 

Las Vegas, Nevada 89127-0027 
(702) 374-3459 

www.KingWeekLasVegas.com

Delois Reece   Tonya Fortson

P. O. Box 270096
Las Vegas, evada 89127-0027
(702)  
www.KingWeekLasVegas.com

January 14, 2023

Greetings:

I welcome each one of you to our 41st Annual MLK Scholarship Banquet.  Since it was founded in November 
1981, The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Committee of Las Vegas has been committed to keeping Dr. King’s dream 
alive in our community. The members of the MLK Committee stand together in our mission and goals to 
transform our community into a safer and highly educated environment.  For the past 40+ years, our Committee 
has help empower the minds of students of our city by revitalizing the honest values and the high standards the 
Committee was found on.

“Living the Dream: It Starts with Me; Shifting Priorities to Create the Beloved Community.”  This evening we 
pledge to take on this journey just as Dr. King did. Our world has changed; is changing; and we must do our part 
to ensure that our children keep up with that change and remain a constant with that change. We must stand 
together and support one another through unity, equality, justice, and brotherhood through non-violent social 
change.  It’s important that we set the bar for others to follow; that we stand together for our future and the future 
of generations to come.

We are very honored that you have chosen to spend this evening with us.  It is because of your continuous support 
that we have been allowed to move forward with the agenda of one of the greatest advocates of peace and equality, 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  It is because of Dr. King and countless others from all walks of life that that we are 
able to pave the way for others. Your continued support has allowed us to serve citizens of Nevada in many, 
many ways.  Through your support of this event, we have been able to make the academic dreams of many local 
youths come true.  In fact, our scholarship recipients are making fruitful contributions to their communities 
throughout the entire world. 

On behalf of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Committee of Las Vegas, its members both past and present, we 
thank you.  May we all continue to live and work the Dream!    

Yours in Peace & Love,

Wendell P. Williams
Founder and President

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Committee 
P. O. Box 270096 

Las Vegas, Nevada 89127-0027 
(702) 374-3459 

www.KingWeekLasVegas.com

Delois Reece   Tonya Fortson

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Committee 
P. O. Box 270096 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89127-0027 
(702) 498-5888 
www.KingWeekLasVegas.com

January 13, 2024

Greetings:

I welcome each one of you to our 42nd Annual MLK Scholarship Banquet.  Since it was founded in November 
1981, The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Committee of Las Vegas has been committed to keeping Dr. King’s dream 
alive in our community.  The members of the MLK Committee stand together in our mission and goals to 
transform our community into a safer and highly educated environment.  For the past 41 years, our committeehas 
helped empower the minds of students of our city by revitalizing the honest values and the high standards the 
Committee was founded on. 

“Living the Dream: Together We Make the Dream Work.”   This evening, we pledge to take on this journey as 
Dr. King did. Our world has changed and is changing, and we must do our part to ensure that our children keep 
up with that change and remain constant with that change. Just as our theme implies, we are all One! We must 
stand together and support one another through unity, equality, justice, and brotherhood through non-violent 
social change.  We must set the bar for others to follow and stand together for our future and the future of 
generations to come.

We are honored that you chose to spend this evening with us.  It is because of your continuous support that we 
have been allowed to move forward with the agenda of one of the greatest advocates of peace and equality, Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.  It is because of Dr. King and countless others from all walks of life that that we are able 
to pave the way for others.  Your continued support has allowed us to serve the citizens of Nevada in many, many 
ways.  Through your support of this event, we have been able to make the academic dreams of many local youths 
come true.  In fact, our scholarship recipients are making fruitful contributions to their communities throughout 
the entire world.  

We thank you on behalf of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Committee of Las Vegas, and its members, both past 
and present.  May we all continue to live and work the Dream!     

Yours in Peace & Love, 

Wendell P. Williams 

Wendell P. Williams
Founder and President 

Dr . Mar tin Luther  K ing Jr . Committee 
P. O. Box 270096 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89127-0027 
(702) 498-5888 
www.KingWeekLasVegas.com

January 13, 2024

Greetings!

Welcome to our 42nd Annual MLK Scholarship Banquet. We are so happy you’ve chosen to join us this evening 
as we reflect and celebrate a great humanitarian. Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was committed to doing the 
work he was assigned to do. He served all mankind and believed strongly in equality for all. Dr. King spent his 
lifetime fighting the injustices and inequalities of those who need them. He diligently laid the foundation for all 
of us today and future generations.  

This year's theme is “Living the Dream: Together We Make the Dream Work.” Our charge is to unite and come 
together on one accord. We should serve all mankind and remain steadfast in our tasks through the struggles, 
opposition, good times, and bad times to fight for justice, equality, and freedom. Our challenge today is to 
continue to move forward, help those less fortunate, treat each other with respect, and work together for the 
common good. We must be an example to those who follow, who are watching what we do and not just what we 
say, that we stand united because, indeed, we are ONE! We must strive to show them the way through non-
violence, education, and awareness. They must know that they must move forward; there isn’t much time for 
looking back, but continue in unity, brotherhood, and peace to stand up for justice, social equality, and 
opportunities for all mankind.  

We honor Dr. King tonight and our guests for your continuous support of this committee and the work we are 
striving to do in this community in the name of this great leader.  This year, we have begun to progress in 
becoming a more vital presence in the community. Our goal is to do more, and with our past and present sponsors, 
we are on the road to doing greater work. We thank each of you, and we look forward to our future and the future 
of our community. It’s not about making ourselves look good, it’s about the future of our community as a whole.   

Blessings to you all,

Delois Reece   Tonya Fortson 
Co-Chairperson  Co-Chairperson 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Committee 
P. O. Box 270096 

Las Vegas, Nevada 89127-0027 
(702) 498-5888 

www.KingWeekLasVegas.com 
 
January 18, 2025 

 

Greetings! 

Welcome to our 43rd Annual MLK Scholarship Banquet. We are honored you’ve chosen 
to join us this evening as we reflect on and celebrate the legacy of a great 
humanitarian, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. His unwavering commitment to equality 
and justice for all laid the foundation for the progress we enjoy today and the hope we 
hold for future generations. 

This year’s theme, “Living the Dream: Honoring the Past; Embracing the Future,” 
captures the heart of Dr. King’s vision. It reminds us to honor the sacrifices and 
resilience of those who came before us while striving with determination to create a 
brighter tomorrow. Tonight, we celebrate not only how far we’ve come but the shared 
dreams we continue to pursue together. 

Our challenge remains to move forward with purpose: lifting up those in need, treating 
one another with respect, and working together for the common good. We must lead 
through action, showing the power of unity, non-violence, education, and awareness. 
The generations watching us must see that progress is possible through unity, 
brotherhood, and peace as we stand firm for justice, equality, and opportunity for all. 

This evening, we honor Dr. King’s legacy and express our heartfelt gratitude to you, 
our supporters. Your dedication enables us to make meaningful strides in our 
community. This year, we’ve grown as a vital force for good, and with your continued 
support, we are poised to achieve even greater impact. 

Thank you for believing in our mission. Together, we are shaping a future built on 
shared values—not for recognition, but for the betterment of our entire community. 

Blessings to you all, 
 
Delois Reece   Tonya Fortson 
Co-Chairperson  Co-Chairperson 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Committee 
P. O. Box 270096 

Las Vegas, Nevada 89127-0027 
(702) 498-5888 

www.KingWeekLasVegas.com 
 
January 18, 2025 

Good Evening! 

As President and Founder of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Committee, it is my honor to welcome you 
to our 43rd Annual MLK Scholarship Banquet. Tonight, we come together to commemorate the legacy 
of a great American—Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.—and reflect on the enduring impact of his vision 
for equality, justice, and peace. 

Our theme this year, “Living the Dream: Honoring the Past; Embracing the Future,” reminds us of the 
vital connection between the sacrifices of those who came before us and the responsibility we carry to 
build a better tomorrow. Dr. King’s unwavering fight for justice and equality laid a foundation for hope 
and progress, but our work is far from over. 

We must continue to challenge ourselves and our communities to stand against injustice and eliminate 
the barriers that divide us. As Dr. King envisioned, the destiny of our nation is rooted in equality for all. 
When America fully embraces unity and justice, we will fulfill the promise of becoming a truly great 
nation. 

Dr. King’s teachings of peace and non-violence offer timeless guidance, reminding us that we are 
indeed our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers. Now more than ever, we must commit to building one another 
up, supporting one another, and doing what is right—not just for ourselves but for future generations. 
Let us move forward with courage, purpose, and unity as we honor the past and embrace the 
possibilities of the future. 

On behalf of the MLK Committee, I thank you for joining us this evening to celebrate this special 
occasion. A heartfelt thanks to our corporate sponsors and supporters whose generosity and dedication 
make this event possible. Your presence here tonight is a testament to the power of community and the 
importance of continuing the work inspired by Dr. King. 

Together, let us live the dream by honoring the past and embracing the future. 

Peace, 
 

Wendell P. Williams 
President and Founder 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Committee 



Sandra Douglass Morgan is a visionary and trailblazer with more than two decades of leadership experience 
in the sports, gaming, legal and corporate sectors. She has served as a chief regulator, director, attorney, 
and advisor to integrated resorts, casinos, and telecommunications companies. No stranger to historic firsts, 
Sandra was named President of the Las Vegas Raiders by Owner Mark Davis in July of 2022, making her the first 
Black female team president in the National Football League’s history. Having an adept understanding of the 
community as a native Las Vegan, Sandra accepted the role with the vision of making the city the sports capital 
of the world.  

Prior to her joining the Raiders, Sandra served as Chairwoman of the Nevada Gaming Control Board. As the chief 
regulator for Nevada’s dominant billion-dollar gaming industry, Sandra led the passage and implementation of 
cashless wagering regulations, ensured that gaming licensees adopted policies prohibiting discrimination and 
harassment, and led a team of 400 employees in five cities across the state of Nevada. The Las Vegas native 
was the first person of color and the second woman to serve as Chair in the state’s history. Sandra also served 
as a Commissioner on the Nevada State Athletic Commission and was the first Black City Attorney in the State of 
Nevada when she was the chief legal officer for the City of North Las Vegas, where she served from 2008 to 2016. 

Sandra was previously with Covington & Burling, LLP and served as an advisor to the State of Nevada’s COVID-19 
task force charged with finding solutions for access to personal protection equipment, virtual education options, 
and expanding testing capabilities so that the state could reopen its doors to tens of millions of visitors from 
across the globe.

Widely recognized for her business acumen, unflappable leadership, and support for local causes focused on 
children and philanthropic initiatives for women and girls, she is the recipient of the UNLV Boyd School of Law’s 
Distinguished Service Alumni Award and the Corporate to Community Connector award from the National 
Urban League Young Professionals. She was honored as one of the most influential “Women in Business and 
Politics,” receiving an award from the Urban Chamber of Commerce in 2015 along with the Ladies of Distinction 
Award in 2013 from Olive Crest, a non-profit organization dedicated to assisting abused and neglected children. 
In 2012, Sandra was named Attorney of the Year by the Las Vegas Chapter of the National Bar Association which 
recognized her commitment to serving the local community, especially communities of color.

Sandra has served on a variety of nonprofit boards and is currently the vice chair of Super Bowl LVIII Host 
Committee, which will take place at Allegiant Stadium in 2024, marking the first time Las Vegas, and the state of 
Nevada will host one of the most-watched annual sporting events in the world. Additionally, Sandra serves on 
the Board of Directors of Allegiant Travel Company (NYSE: ALGT) and Fidelity National Financial, Inc. (NYSE: FNF). 
She is also a member of the State Bar of Nevada and the District of Columbia Bar. 

Sandra graduated from the University of Nevada, Reno with a degree in Political Science and holds a Juris Doctor 
from the William S. Boyd School of Law at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. The daughter of a retired U.S. Air 
Force Veteran, she currently resides in Las Vegas with her husband Don, a former NFL safety, and their two children.

GRAND MARSHAL
Sandra Douglass Morgan
President, Las Vegas Raiders

GRAND MARSHAL
US Senator Catherine Cortez Masto

Catherine Cortez Masto is a proud, 
third-generation Nevadan who is 
focused on protecting working 
families across her state. 

Growing up in a union household, she 
learned the value of organized labor from 
a young age, and in the Senate, she has 
consistently fought to bring more 
businesses to Nevada while passing 
legislation that’s creating tens of 
thousands of good-paying jobs and 
building the state’s clean energy economy. 

A former federal prosecutor and a 
tough-on-crime Attorney General, 
Catherine knows families can’t get 
ahead if they don’t feel safe. 

She led the fight to break up sex 
tra cking rings and wrote the law 
to make sex tra cking a crime in Nevada. 
In the Senate, she is a fierce advocate for 
local law enforcement, making sure they have the funding they need and passing 
legislation to help them crack down on crime and keep communities safe. 

Catherine is constantly traveling throughout the Silver State. From meeting with 
rural communities and Tribes, to standing up for farmers and ranchers, to 
supporting new businesses in Northern Nevada and getting federal resources to 
her hometown of Las Vegas, she’s always fighting for her home state. She’s 
consistently been ranked as one of the most e�ective senators for her ability to 
bring Democrats, Republicans, and Independents together to get things done, and 
her common sense approach has allowed her to improve her state’s infrastructure, 
combat wildfires and drought, and lower housing costs for Nevadans.

GRAND MARSHAL
Bobby Ray McRoy

Bobby Ray McRoy, was born in Pelahatchie, 
Mississippi, 25 miles from Jackson, Mississippi, he 
often refer to himself as a country boy with 
humble beginnings. He graduated from Rancho 
High School located in Las Vegas, Nevada, where 
he played football and continued to play at Dixie 
State University in St. George, Utah.

After college he moved back to Las Vegas and 
was blessed to land a job with the City of Las 
Vegas Recreation Department. His position was 
at the historic Doolittle Community Center as 
Coordinator of Programs. Bobby, was fortunate 
to work for the City of Las Vegas for 32 years, 
during his tenure he sponsored many fun and 
meaningful programs for the children. Some of 
these programs include the organization of Black 
History Month, a massive annual Easter Egg Hunt, Halloween programs, and many other 
community-oriented programs that helped the children to have fun, grow and flourish in 
a positive environment.

After being a student athlete in high school and college, his interest and curiosity 
of the love of sports turned toward o ciating. He started o ciating high school 
basketball, his passion and desires lead him to Men’s College Basketball. He was 
fortunate to excel in o ciating at several Division 1 Conferences, including the PAC-12, 
Big West, Mountain West, Big Sky, WAC, WCC and others. He o ciated a 70 game 
schedule for years and was honored to work the NCAA Tournament twice, all while still 
working his day job. As a young boy living in Mississippi, he always looked up at the sky 
and airplanes, he dreamed of flying on airplanes one day! Needless to say, he realized 
his childhood dream to fly, quite often in fact; he flew over 140 flights a season some 
years. He was blessed to work for over 30 years as a Men’s Division 1 Basketball 
O cial before retiring.

Bobby, was chosen to lead the Safety Team in the City of Las Vegas during the attacks 
on the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001, commonly known as 9/11.

He is honored to have the role of Supervisor for the Martin Luther King, Jr. parade and 
has held this position for over 40 years. Additionally, he was the Manager of the 
Department of Leisure Services of Sports in Las Vegas, with a budget of 25 million dollars.

Bobby, has been a member of Victory Missionary Baptist Church, for the past 27 years, 
where he serves as an Usher and is a member of the Trustee Board. He is married to the 
love of his life and soulmate, Morece Titus McRoy, they have six beautiful children, Nakia, 
Ayana, Bobby Jr., Kyle, Kory and Lovely.

Dr. DeRionne Pollard 
 
Dr. DeRionne Pollard is the president of Nevada State University 
(NS), a public comprehensive institution awarding baccalaureate 
degrees in over 50 courses of study and graduate education in 
niche, high-demand areas of concentration. NS is one of the 
fastest-growing colleges in the country and is designated as a 
Minority Serving Institute (MSI), Hispanic Serving Institution (HSI), 
and Asian American Native American Paci�c Islander Institution 
(AANAPI).  Gloriously diverse, nearly half of all NS students are 
�rst-generation college students, and NS advances phenomenal 
teaching and superb student support to expand and diversify an 
educated workforce, thereby protecting social justice and 
economic mobility.  

Dr. Pollard began her tenure at NS on August 16, 2021. Dr. Pollard 
is the �rst Black female president of any NSHE institution.  She has 
held previous roles at the College of Lake County and served as 
president of both Montgomery College (2010-2021) and Las 
Positas College (2008-2010).

Dr. Pollard is deeply connected to her community, serving on the Board of Directors for the Las Vegas Global 
Economic Alliance (LVGEA), the Henderson Chamber of Commerce, the Vegas Chamber of Commerce, and 
Nevada Public Radio (KNPR). Nationally, Dr. Pollard is a member of the Center for First-Generation Student 
Success Advisory Board for the National Association of Student Personnel Administrators (NASPA), serves on 
the Board of Directors for Generation Hope, a transformative non-pro�t focused on the success of parenting 
college students and their children, the American Association of State Colleges and Universities (AASCU) 
national board, and most recently she has been appointed to the Council for Higher Education Accreditation 
(CHEA) board. A nationally recognized leader, Dr. Pollard is a frequent speaker, presenter, coach, and mentor on 
issues related to higher education leadership and governance, diversity/equity/inclusions/justice, and capacity 
building in small and large teams.

As a result of her work and accomplishments, Dr. Pollard was named one of Washington's 100 Most Powerful 
Women by Washingtonian Magazine, won a 2017 Academic Leadership Award from the Carnegie Corporation 
of New York, and a Visionary Award from the Washington Area Women’s Foundation.  More recently, Dr. Pollard 
was named one of the 2023 Women to Watch by Nevada Business Magazine, she received the Las Vegas Global 
Economic Alliance 2023 Leadership award, and the 2024 National TRIO Achiever Award, an honor given by the 
Council for Opportunity in Education (COE) to TRIO alumni who have had exceptional success in their careers 
and communities. She holds a Bachelor and Master of Arts in English from Iowa State University and a Ph.D. in 
educational leadership and policy studies in higher education from Loyola University Chicago. 
Perhaps it is Dr. Pollard’s own description that best captures who she is and what she brings with her to this 
work: “First-generation college completer; proud Chicago Public Schools graduate; former food stamps and 
public assistance recipient; motherless child healed by parenting; loved by and loving the most glorious 
woman for over 30 years; and uncompromising warrior for access to equitable, life-transforming education for 
all who seek it to enhance their lives and the communities in which we live and serve.”

Commission 
Vice-Chairman William 

McCurdy II 
 
Commissioner William McCurdy II was elected to the Clark 
County Commission in 2020 and sworn in for his �rst term 
on Jan. 4, 2021, and re-elected to his second term for 
2025. He was selected by his peers to serve as 
vice-chairman of the Board of County Commissioners on 
Jan. 2, 2024.  Commissioner McCurdy previously served 
two terms (2016-2020) in the Nevada State Legislature as 
the representative for Assembly District 6.

During his tenure as Assemblyman, he was elected as the 
�rst African American and youngest chair of the Nevada 
State Democratic Party. Signi�cant legislation introduced 
by McCurdy improved Education, Public Safety, 
Healthcare and Economic Development. While at the 
Legislature, he served as vice chairman of the 
Government A�airs Committee and was a member of the Commerce and Labor and Legislative 
Operations and Elections committees. Additionally, he served on the Homeland Security Commission.

Prior to his service in the Nevada Legislature, McCurdy was an organizer with the Service Employees 
International Union (SEIU) where he elevated to state political director. He also was very engaged 
during his years at the College of Southern Nevada where he was elected student body president. 
While there he fought against tuition increases and worked to secure thousands of dollars in student 
scholarships to ensure education was within reach for many desiring to achieve their dreams.
McCurdy is a native Las Vegan, born in the very Commission District he now proudly represents. He 
holds an Associate’s degree from the College of Southern Nevada and a Bachelor of Arts in Urban 
Studies from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 

 McCurdy is a proud husband to his wife, Susie McCurdy and father to their three children.



GRAND MARSHAL 
Nikki Fargas
President, Las Vegas Aces

The Las Vegas Aces hired Nikki Fargas as the team’s 
president on May 11, 2021 where she oversees the 
basketball and business operations for the  
WNBA Aces franchise.

Prior to joining the Aces, Nikki Fargas most recently 
served as the head coach of the LSU Women’s 
Basketball team where she compiled a record of 
176-128 with five 20-win seasons and six NCAA 
tournament appearances.

In 2010, Nikki Fargas joined the Board of Directors 
for the Kay Yow Cancer Fund and is currently 
serving on the Executive Committee as the Vice 
Chair. Over the summer of 2020, Nikki Fargas 
became a founding member of the Black Student 
Athlete Association at LSU and is also a member 
of the LSU Athletic Leadership Council on Diversity 
and Inclusion. She also serves on the board for 
Advancements of Blacks in sports.

GRAND MARSHAL 
Attorney Aaron D. Ford
Nevada’s 34th Attorney General

Attorney General Aaron D. Ford, Nevada’s 34th Attorney General, 
took office on January 7, 2019, making him the first African 
American to hold statewide constitutional office in Nevada.

A former State Senator, AG Ford previously served as both the 
Majority Leader and the Minority Leader in the Nevada State 
Legislature and held leadership roles on several legislative 
committees. He also spent many years in private practice as a 
partner at both Snell & Wilmer LLP and Eglet Adams in Las Vegas. 
Before practicing law, AG Ford served as a public school math 
teacher, shaping hundreds of lives.

During his term as a State Senator, AG Ford led the passage 
of significant legislation that required police officers to wear 
body cameras. AG Ford was also the impetus for a local district 
attorney to create a “Conviction Integrity Unit” to review cases 
that allege wrongful conviction.

As the chief law enforcement officer for the state, AG Ford’s goal 
continues to be helping to protect Nevada families. AG Ford 
believes there is no task greater than the pursuit of justice and 
has adopted the office motto of “Our Job is Justice.” His priority 
areas include what he refers to as the “Five Cs”:  constitutional rights, criminal justice reform, consumer protection, 
client service, and community engagement. AG Ford has held several town hall forums to talk directly with Nevadans 
on relevant topics such as racial injustice, law enforcement policies, hate crimes, and identity theft.

Under his direction, AG Ford’s office has made protecting consumers from fraud, scams, and anti-competitive 
activity a top priority. During his tenure in office, AG Ford’s Bureau of Consumer Protection secured over $85 million 
in recoveries on behalf of Nevada consumers. Consistent with his commitment to help Nevada families, AG Ford has 
aggressively pursued those responsible for fueling Nevada’s opioid crisis. He is proud to have obtained the State’s first 
settlement of $45 million on behalf of countless Nevada families who have lost relatives to opioid abuse.

AG Ford always strives to help those around him, particularly our most vulnerable communities. He has held two 
statewide law enforcement summits with local and national experts to fight human trafficking; he helps lead 
Nevada’s sexual assault kit initiative and is proud to have completed the State’s initiative to test nearly 8,000 
previously untested sexual assault kits; and he worked with his prosecutors to revive a cold case and bring justice  
for a Nevada mother who lost her daughter to a brutal murder more than 40 years ago.

AG Ford is proud to have earned five degrees, which include his law degree and Ph.D. in Educational Administration 
from The Ohio State University, as well as degrees in interdisciplinary studies, international education, and 
educational administration. AG Ford married his college sweetheart, Berna Rhodes-Ford, who is also an attorney. 
Together, they raised four children, Avery, Devin, Aaron II, and Alexander.

GRAND MARSHAL
Bishop Tommy Collier

GRAND MARSHAL
Elect Lady Shirley Collier

HUNKIE COOPER
 
A native of Palestine, Texas; The 8th of 10 kids, The proud 
father of 3 Boys and 3 Girls. Nigel, Dirik, Simone, Brianna, 
A.J. & Destini. The proud papa of 13 Beautiful grand kids 
and my wife Ti�any and I have been married for 24 Years.

Former Rebel football star player “Hunkie” Cooper returned 
to UNLV and joined the program in April 2023 in the newly 
created position of Director of Football Player 
Development.

 Having just completed his eighth season as an Assistant 
Head Football coach overseeing wide receivers at San Diego 
State, Cooper returned to the school where he famously 
played six di�erent positions during his two-year Rebel 
career in 1990-91. 
An Honorable Mention All-American and two-time First 
Team All-Big West Conference honoree as a return man, he 
went on to become a legendary member of the Arizona 

Rattlers, being named the �fth-greatest player in Arena Football League history by the league’s Silver 
Anniversary Committee. 

The Texas native, who quarterbacked Navarro Junior College to the 1989 national championship, was 
before joining the Rebels, also served as a UNLV radio analyst in 1998-99. Cooper later began his 
coaching career in the AFL starting the Utah Blaze Arena football Club with former NFL and Dallas 
Cowboy legend, Danny White.

Cooper spent six seasons as head coach of Canyon Springs High School in North Las Vegas, from 
2009-2015 increasing their GPA from a 2.0- 3.25 with a 100% graduation rate and college placement 
with the inner-city young men and women in his program before moving to the collegiate level at San 
Diego State University. At SDSU the team won two MWC Championships and played in three. UNLV, 
Played in the �rst Conference Championship in 40 years, was in the top 25 for the �rst time in School 
History and are in the middle of a Historic season now for the Rebels.

He was inducted into AFL Hall of Fame in 2011, with over 20K yards & 250 TD’s
He was inducted into the NIAA & Southern Nevada Sports Hall of Fame in 2019
He was inducted into the UNLV Athletics Hall of Fame in May of 2024
He was inducted into the Navarro College Hall of Fame in September of 2024

Lisa Morris Hibbler, D.P.A.
 
Dr. Lisa Morris Hibbler is a vanguard leader, deeply 
committed to fostering positive change and tackling the 
issues that impact underserved communities. Her profound 
grasp of the challenges faced by numerous individuals and 
families drives her lifelong dedication to enhancing their 
lives through educational initiatives and community 
development projects. Her e�orts aim to uplift and 
empower those around her, ensuring they have the support 
needed to thrive.

With an impressive tenure of nearly 27 years at the City of 
Las Vegas, Nevada, Dr. Morris Hibbler has proven herself as a 
dedicated public servant and a strategic executive. Her roles 
have included ICMA Credentialed Deputy City Manager and 
Chief Community Services O�cer, where she specialized in social equity, workforce development, and 
enhancing community capacity. Her leadership and expertise have left a signi�cant mark on the 
community she serves.

Currently, Dr. Morris Hibbler holds several in�uential positions: Executive Director of the Shaquille 
O’Neal Foundation, and Professor of Practice at UNLV. She is also the Co-Founder of JBM Strategic 
Partners consulting �rm. Recognized for her impactful contributions, she has received multiple 
accolades, including the UNLV College of Education Hall of Fame Inductee, Historic Westside Legacy 
Park Inductee, 2024 African American Trailblazer Impact Award, 2021 Women to Watch by Nevada 
Business Magazine, and a 2021 Women Inspiring Nevada Honoree by Vegas Inc. In addition to her 
professional achievements, she values her roles as a wife and mother, continuing to lead and inspire 
with unwavering commitment to community improvement.



JUNIOR GRAND MARSHAL 
Justyn Boumah
Founder & CEO, Heroes & Hearts and The Traveling Toddler

 

Justyn Boumah, Founder & CEO of Heroes & 
Hearts and The Traveling Toddler, shows the 
world everyday, “You don’t have to be BIG 
or STRONG to do BIG things (or dreams)!” 
At only seven years old Boumah has made 
a global impact. Incredibly, he has been 
recognized by Prince Harry and Meghan 
Markle and featured on the TODAY Show, 
People TV Magazine Online, ABC World 
News, and Newsmax’s Patriot of the Week. 
Phenomenally Boumah, the youngest 
founder of a nonprofit organization in 
Nevada, is a Philanthropist and Social 
Entrepreneur. He utilizes his talents and 
creativity through his organization’s mission 
to educate, encourage, and empower 
marginalized or overlooked communities 
globally through literacy, leadership, and 
legacy. His organization, Heroes & Hearts, 
has four major events each year: STEM 
Days: Robotics, Bricks, & Kicks, The Blessing 
Project, Art & Reading Event, Super Justyn’s 
Giveaway, and Learning is Fun Libraries. 
As a Youth Influencer, Boumah is the 
Youngest Award Winning International 
African American Author. He currently has 14 books in his series, The Traveling Toddler and continues to write 
more everyday. Boumah began writing with his mom at 2-years-old. Together, they shed light on different issues 
such as children’s food allergies, helping and encouraging individuals who have experienced marginalization, 
and providing educational resources for children globally. Boumah has written several books about his travel 
experiences giving families the opportunity to see the world by simply reading about it in his stories. Boumah 
has been to 10 countries, across 4 continents. He has been awarded over 35 recognitions, contests and grants for 
his creative service projects and storybooks. As part of his movement, Boumah is educating and uplifting many 
individuals and organizations through social action bringing awareness to the work and workers who many 
times unrecognized.

Born in Smyrna Delaware, Mr. Evans came to Las Vegas 
after serving his country in the Korean War. A talented 
athlete, he was encouraged by his captain to attend 
officiating classes while stationed in Germany. 
Throughout his years in the military, he was able 
to travel, officiate various sports and meet people 
of diverse backgrounds. If he was not participating 
in the sport, he was coaching or officiating soccer, 
basketball, baseball and football. He realized that he 
had an infinity and love for all sports and teaching 
players skills that they did not know.

William “Bill” Evans is known amongst the greater 
Las Vegas Valley, Clark County and the state of 
Nevada has been a beacon for education for nearly 
as long as he can remember.  His peers, friends, 
students and associates all refer to him as Mr. Evans 
from the first day he arrived at his new teaching 
assignment located at Madison Elementary School. 
Mr. Evans as he is called by everyone no matter 
their age, became part of the historical group of 
African-American educators that made their way to 
Las Vegas to proceed to teach the growing African 
American community.

Throughout the years Mr. Evans has remained an active sports Official. In 1963, he joined Southern Nevada 
Officials Association as a football official. He later decided to get involved in baseball, softball, basketball, 
volleyball and track & field for the remainder of that year. His animated signals for basketball was as 
entertaining as the game and many officials trained under his tutelage maintain his style of calling a game.

He is a man that was fair and often relied upon to speak on behalf of the causes he believed in. Because he was 
a man of conviction, he did not always agree with the popular opinion and could plainly state his facts. He is a 
patient and active listener and has done a lot for his country, his community and his family.

GRAND MARSHAL 
William Evans
Education, Sports, Activism 

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Dr. Lawrence Weekly

He was born in Las Vegas, Nevada on April 16, 1964. 
He grew up in West Las Vegas and graduated from 
Western High School in 1982. He then chose to 
further his education and took some classes at Clark 
County Community College (presently known as 
College of Southern Nevada). Weekly then earned 
a BA in Communication from Grambling State 
University in 1987. After graduating he then 
returned to Las Vegas to pursue a career in 
radio broadcasting and education, but eventually 
found his way into public service.

Before his calling as a public servant, Weekly became 
a radio personality talk show host for KCEP Power88 
in 1989. He was given his own show slot called 
Straight Talk with Lawrence Weekly which he still 
continues to to this day every Saturday. In 1995 he 
joined City of Las Vegas’ Neighborhood Services 
Department as a management analyst. Where he 
was then given the opportunity to become the 
community liaison for City Councilman Gary Reese 
in 1998. He kept this position until he was appointed 
as the City Councilman  for ward 5 when Ward 5 was 
created in 1999. Which he maintained his seat for seven years, until resigning from his 
position in 2007, when Governor Jim Gibbons appointed him to the Clark County 
Commission in 2008. He was re-elected for two additional terms until he left o�ce on 
January 4, 2021. Weekly also served as the Vice Chair of the Clark County Commission 
from 2019 to 2021.

During his public service Weekly also earned a MA in Public Administration from UNLV 
in 2012. Recently after ending his final term as County Commissioner he received a 
major milestone by receiving his Phd in Public Policy at UNLV in 2022. He is now a 
part time instructor at UNLV and the Chief of Sta� & Director of Diversity at CSN. 

He is also a life-time member of Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity and a mentor for the 
Kappa League. 

BANQUET SPEAKER
Congressman Steven Horsford

Representative Horsford is a proven 
champion for Nevada’s working families. 
In the 118th Congress, he is committed to 
crushing the coronavirus, getting Nevada’s 
economy back on track, and restoring public 
faith in American institutions.

Rep. Horsford understands the challenges 
many families in Nevada’s Fourth face each 
and everyday.  He fights for responsible gun 
control and background checks. He lost his 
father when he was 19 and empathizes with 
those who have experienced the pain of 
losing a loved one to gun violence. His work 
has focused on ending the school to prison 
pipeline and provide the safety net children 
and families need to succeed. He has 
worked to strengthen children, families 
and communities because these are 
priorities for so many Nevadans.

For more than a decade, Rep. Horsford led the Culinary Training Academy, the 
largest job training program in Nevada, helping thousands of workers find quality 
careers in the hospitality industry. An unique partnership between labor and 
business, the Culinary Training Academy under Rep. Horsford’s leadership placed 
over 80 percent of graduates into good paying jobs and completed a 
multi-million capital construction campaign.

Rep. Horsford made history as Nevada’s first African-American State Senate 
Majority Leader and he delivered. He passed the “Clean Energy Jobs Initiative” 
and positioned Nevada as a leader in renewable energy. When Nevada’s economy 
was devastated during the recession, Rep. Horsford worked across party lines to 
solve the worst budget crisis in state history.

While previously representing Nevadans in our nation’s capital, Rep. Horsford 
worked to ensure veterans, seniors citizens, and all Nevadans received the 
benefits they deserved, authored and passed the Nevada Lands Bill to create jobs 
across the state, and fought to protect a woman’s right to make her own 
healthcare decisions.

Most recently a small business owner, in partnership with Intel, Horsford worked 
to bring the first of its kind workforce development program for youth and young 
adults to North Las Vegas. He helped to launch a food recovery program with 
Three Square and major employers like MGM Resorts to address food insecurity 
among needy children, families and seniors.  He brings a principled focus on job 
creation, community development and skills development to Congress. Born and 
raised in Las Vegas to an immigrant mother, Rep. Horsford has worked hard to 
raise and nurture his three children.

Kash Williams 
(Jr. Grand Marshal)

 
Kash Williams
Vice President of Emerging Leaders

Kash was born and raised in Las Vegas and currently attends 
Cheyenne High School, where she serves as the President of 
the Black Student Union. In 2021, she joined the Archonettes, 
a youth auxiliary of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., and also joined 
the nonpro�t organization Teaching and Uniting Ladies to 
Inspire Positive Success (T.U.L.I.P.S.). She considers these two 
organizations as the foundation of her current personal and 
community achievements.

Kash was selected to be the NAACP Youth Council President in 
2022 and currently serves on numerous community-based executive boards at the age of 17. She has 
a strong passion for giving back to her community and advancing equality and is also very strongly 
passionate about equal education.

In her free time, she enjoys doing community service and being actively involved in her community. 
Williams has accumulated over 200 community service hours and plans to keep doing work to further 
her community. After high school, Kash plans to serve in the U.S. Army and one day start her own 
nonpro�t organization to help advocate for and serve the less fortunate community.

Chordonn Allen
 
Chordonn Allen, a native of Las Vegas, NV, is a dynamic 
entrepreneur and community advocate known for his 
creative vision and passion for cultural representation. He 
attended Bishop Gorman and Centennial High Schools 
before earning his associate degree in Business from the 
College of Southern Nevada. Currently, he is pursuing a 
bachelor’s degree in Business Marketing at UNLV.

As the founder of Kozy Studios Apparel, Chordonn creates 
streetwear that celebrates culture, individuality, and 
community. He also co-hosts The Business Information 
Bu�et Podcast, creating a platform for conversations 
about entrepreneurship, innovation, and community 
impact.

Professionally, Chordonn oversees email marketing for 
NuLife Kicks, a local sneaker care company, where he 
strengthens customer engagement and elevates brand 
presence. His previous roles, including an internship with the Regional Transportation Commission of 
Southern Nevada and work at the College of Southern Nevada’s food pantry, showcase his 
commitment to professional growth and community service.

Chordonn’s dedication to leadership and service was shaped by his time with Alpha Men and Divas of 
Tomorrow (AMDOT), a youth group under Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., which he was involved in 
from 7th grade until his high school graduation. Through initiatives like King of Jewels, he continues 
to uplift underserved communities while pursuing his own entrepreneurial ambitions.

From his creative endeavors to his community work, Chordonn embodies innovation, resilience, and a 
passion for inspiring others to embrace their unique potential.



OUR GUEST ARTIST:
Derek Russell 
Painter

Never going to art school, Russell is primarily self-taught 
with a degree in civil engineering from the University of 
New Hampshire. 

After graduating top of his engineering class, Russell 
began working as an engineer for a Fortune 500 
company. But what he really wanted was to spend 
his days doing the things he wanted to do. He had 
entrepreneurial aspirations.

He started to enjoy a more laid-back way of life while on 
vacation in Kauai. He didn’t need to have all the answers. 
He didn’t need to analyze everything. He didn’t need to 
be so serious about life. All things he was trained to do as 
an engineer. The island taught him an important lesson: 
have fun and enjoy the beauty of the world around you.

Russell realized he needed to return to his studio and 
channel this creative energy. He spent years honing his 
own painting style, studying, learning, and discovering 
while working full-time as an engineer. 

His mission was to create art that would break your 
pattern of traditional thought, inspire you to think 
differently and connect you to the field of creativity  
where anything is possible. 

He had a vision to paint 50 iconic faces on colorful 
canvases depicting bold, vivid emotion - every portrait 
telling a unique story. 

Started as a passion project in 2007, his paintings now 
display in hundreds of homes and office spaces around 
the world. Martin Luther King Jr. – 2013

ACRYLIC & OIL ON BOARD
Commissioned and Collected by GSV Capital
Exhibited at the GSV Gallery in Woodside, CA

Derek Russel, Painter
www.derekrussellartist.com

Ava Ramirez is an 8 year old second 
grader who is an entrepreneur, 
violinist, dancer, Raiderette 
Cheerleader, stellar student, and 
selfless volunteer.

She is an avid reader and writer, 
and her favorite subject in school is 
reading! She loves being the big sister 
to little Nova and she does a great job 
of taking good care of her little sister.

As a kindness champion in the Las 
Vegas community, you can find Ava 
performing Polynesian Praise Dance 
or making beautiful leis in support of 
education. Her dedication to helping, 
learning, and excelling is second to 
none and she is a beacon of light.

Ava has committed to changing the 
world through art, entrepreneurship, 
music, and dance. However, she is 
also a future physician and takes 
leadership very seriously. Ava is a 
friend to all, someone that other 
kids can and do look up to, and a 
fantastic example of how our  
world is in excellent hands.

JUNIOR GRAND MARSHAL  
Ava Ramirez
Entrepreneur, Performer, Volunteer

MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES
Jessica Rosado

Originally from Tampa, Florida, Jessica 
Rosado has lived across the US and now 
calls Las Vegas home. With a background in 
film and digital production, broadcast 
production, performing arts, and brand 
management, Jessica is now the Co-Host 
for KTNV Channel 13’s Morning Blend.

Jessica is a graduate of the University of 
South Florida with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Mass Communications and a concentration 
in Broadcast Production. She is the Owner 
of Elevated Tea Media – a film production 
and digital marketing company that 
recently co-produced the short film 
Paper Line and The Digital Co�ee Date 
podcast- sharing inspirational stories of 
women in business around the world through an impactful digital community. 
Alongside media, Jessica has 13 years of brand marketing experience 
elevating brand recognition for multi-million-dollar businesses like Resorts 
World Las Vegas.

Outside of her experience, she is a member of Women in Film, the National 
Association of Latino Independent Producers, the National Society of Leadership 
and Success, the Latin Chamber of Commerce in Las Vegas, and an advocate for 
women’s equity and equality. Jessica is someone who loves connecting with 
people and finding the heart of someone’s story. You’ll find her at the intersection 
of passion, creativity, and impact.

YOUTH GRAND MARSHALS
Jeremiah Fennell
Jeremiah is an eleven year old straight A honor roll 5th 
grade student where he attends Bertha Ronzone ES 
and sits on the Student Mediation Panel, He started his 
Youtube Channel JeremiahOneAndFive5176 in April 
2020 where he featured his segment Jeremiah’s 
Highlights recapping weekly highlights of the Las 
Vegas Raiders games. He launched his own business 
on August 26, 2023 called Jeremiah’s Sport Nook 4 
Kids where he also sells his own apparel line called J15. 
He is working on creating his own television show 
called Black Stadiums Matter. He’s an NAACP Member, 
Journalist, Sports Commentator, Author, Entrepreneur, 
The Black Hole Member, Cameo Talent, 33rd Team 
Podcast Member, hard working, reliable, God fearing, 
righteous young black man and he wants the world to 
know that although he’s only 11 years old, he’s already 
putting in the hard work to leave his mark on the world 
of journalism.

Alliah Jordan
Career Objective: I have been playing competitive golf 
since the age of six and have really learned to love and 
respect the game. I am currently a sophomore at Clark 
High School and a member of the Varsity Girls Golf 
Team. I also participate in Track and Field/Shot Put 
and compete on the Clark High School Bowling Team.

I have excellent time management when it comes to 
my golf game. I make sure to arrive at the golf course 
two hours prior to my tee time to ensure that I have 
su¡ciently warmed up and am ready to compete. This 
skill set has been instilled in me since the beginning.

I am learning how to play under pressure, and it is 
getting easier with each tournament I enter. I have 
developed a routine for each hit o� the tee box: 
approach shot, putt on the green, and I stick to it 
every time. Doing this helps me calm down and 
manage my nerves. I would describe myself as a nice 
person—not an extrovert, but I do enjoy being around 
friends and family.

Community Service/Extracurricular Activities: I am a member of Top Teens of Nevada. 
I am also an active member of the Second Baptist Church Youth Ushers and Sunday 
School Department.

REV. DR. JAMAL-HARRISON BRYANT

Visionary. Civil Rights Activist. Community Organizer. Presidential Lifetime Achievement Award
Recipient. 2X Grammy Award Winning Artist; Dr. Jamal-Harrison Bryant combines sound biblical
teaching, business acumen, and political insight to propel the Body of Christ to action and greater
levels of faith.

Since his youth, Dr. Bryant has prevailed against the odds –
rising from a G.E.D. to a Ph.D. Before pastoring, he served as
the National Youth and College Director of the NAACP for six
years, where he helped to mobilize over 70,000 youth
worldwide in non-violent campaigns.

Dr. Bryant, a third-generation minister, was the founding
pastor of Empowerment Temple AME Church in Baltimore,
Maryland, acclaimed as the fastest-growing African Methodist
Episcopal church in the denomination’s 200-year history.

With an undeniable gift to bridge generations
from the Civil Rights movement to the Black
Lives Matter era, Dr. Bryant incites change in
the faith community. His ability to reach across
social, economic, and political barriers has
helped people experience the life-changing
gospel of Jesus Christ and activate success in
their everyday lives. His ministry has become
an incubator for entrepreneurs, homeowners,
and the like. Additionally, programs under his
guidance have aimed to spread the gospel,
develop strong leaders, empower the
economically disadvantaged, and challenge
social injustices.

In December 2018, Dr. Bryant was appointed as
the Senior Pastor of New Birth Missionary
Baptist Church in Stonecrest, Georgia. His
leadership efforts have strengthened the multi-
generational bond among members, cultivated
families, and expanded community outreach as
well as the church’s cultural significance.

B I O G R A P H Y
Master of Ceremonies: 
Dr. Lawrence Weekly 

Biography 

He was born in Las Vegas, Nevada on April 16, 1964. He grew up in West Las Vegas 
and graduated from Western High School in 1982. He then chose to further his 
education and took some classes at Clark County Community College (presently known 
as College of Southern Nevada). Weekly then earned a BA in Communication from 
Grambling State University in 1987. After graduating he then returned to Las Vegas to 
pursue a career in radio broadcasting and education, but eventually found his way into 
public service. 

Before his calling as a public servant, Weekly became a radio personality talk show host 
for KCEP Power88 in 1989. He was given his own show slot called Straight Talk with 
Lawrence Weekly which he still continues to to this day every Saturday. In 1995 he 
joined City of Las Vegas’ Neighborhood Services Department as a management 
analyst. Where he was then given the opportunity to become the community liaison for 
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JUNIOR GRAND MARSHAL 
Justyn Boumah
Founder & CEO, Heroes & Hearts and The Traveling Toddler

 

Justyn Boumah, Founder & CEO of Heroes & 
Hearts and The Traveling Toddler, shows the 
world everyday, “You don’t have to be BIG 
or STRONG to do BIG things (or dreams)!” 
At only seven years old Boumah has made 
a global impact. Incredibly, he has been 
recognized by Prince Harry and Meghan 
Markle and featured on the TODAY Show, 
People TV Magazine Online, ABC World 
News, and Newsmax’s Patriot of the Week. 
Phenomenally Boumah, the youngest 
founder of a nonprofit organization in 
Nevada, is a Philanthropist and Social 
Entrepreneur. He utilizes his talents and 
creativity through his organization’s mission 
to educate, encourage, and empower 
marginalized or overlooked communities 
globally through literacy, leadership, and 
legacy. His organization, Heroes & Hearts, 
has four major events each year: STEM 
Days: Robotics, Bricks, & Kicks, The Blessing 
Project, Art & Reading Event, Super Justyn’s 
Giveaway, and Learning is Fun Libraries. 
As a Youth Influencer, Boumah is the 
Youngest Award Winning International 
African American Author. He currently has 14 books in his series, The Traveling Toddler and continues to write 
more everyday. Boumah began writing with his mom at 2-years-old. Together, they shed light on different issues 
such as children’s food allergies, helping and encouraging individuals who have experienced marginalization, 
and providing educational resources for children globally. Boumah has written several books about his travel 
experiences giving families the opportunity to see the world by simply reading about it in his stories. Boumah 
has been to 10 countries, across 4 continents. He has been awarded over 35 recognitions, contests and grants for 
his creative service projects and storybooks. As part of his movement, Boumah is educating and uplifting many 
individuals and organizations through social action bringing awareness to the work and workers who many 
times unrecognized.

Born in Smyrna Delaware, Mr. Evans came to Las Vegas 
after serving his country in the Korean War. A talented 
athlete, he was encouraged by his captain to attend 
officiating classes while stationed in Germany. 
Throughout his years in the military, he was able 
to travel, officiate various sports and meet people 
of diverse backgrounds. If he was not participating 
in the sport, he was coaching or officiating soccer, 
basketball, baseball and football. He realized that he 
had an infinity and love for all sports and teaching 
players skills that they did not know.

William “Bill” Evans is known amongst the greater 
Las Vegas Valley, Clark County and the state of 
Nevada has been a beacon for education for nearly 
as long as he can remember.  His peers, friends, 
students and associates all refer to him as Mr. Evans 
from the first day he arrived at his new teaching 
assignment located at Madison Elementary School. 
Mr. Evans as he is called by everyone no matter 
their age, became part of the historical group of 
African-American educators that made their way to 
Las Vegas to proceed to teach the growing African 
American community.

Throughout the years Mr. Evans has remained an active sports Official. In 1963, he joined Southern Nevada 
Officials Association as a football official. He later decided to get involved in baseball, softball, basketball, 
volleyball and track & field for the remainder of that year. His animated signals for basketball was as 
entertaining as the game and many officials trained under his tutelage maintain his style of calling a game.

He is a man that was fair and often relied upon to speak on behalf of the causes he believed in. Because he was 
a man of conviction, he did not always agree with the popular opinion and could plainly state his facts. He is a 
patient and active listener and has done a lot for his country, his community and his family.

GRAND MARSHAL 
William Evans
Education, Sports, Activism 

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Dr. Lawrence Weekly

He was born in Las Vegas, Nevada on April 16, 1964. 
He grew up in West Las Vegas and graduated from 
Western High School in 1982. He then chose to 
further his education and took some classes at Clark 
County Community College (presently known as 
College of Southern Nevada). Weekly then earned 
a BA in Communication from Grambling State 
University in 1987. After graduating he then 
returned to Las Vegas to pursue a career in 
radio broadcasting and education, but eventually 
found his way into public service.

Before his calling as a public servant, Weekly became 
a radio personality talk show host for KCEP Power88 
in 1989. He was given his own show slot called 
Straight Talk with Lawrence Weekly which he still 
continues to to this day every Saturday. In 1995 he 
joined City of Las Vegas’ Neighborhood Services 
Department as a management analyst. Where he 
was then given the opportunity to become the 
community liaison for City Councilman Gary Reese 
in 1998. He kept this position until he was appointed 
as the City Councilman  for ward 5 when Ward 5 was 
created in 1999. Which he maintained his seat for seven years, until resigning from his 
position in 2007, when Governor Jim Gibbons appointed him to the Clark County 
Commission in 2008. He was re-elected for two additional terms until he left o�ce on 
January 4, 2021. Weekly also served as the Vice Chair of the Clark County Commission 
from 2019 to 2021.

During his public service Weekly also earned a MA in Public Administration from UNLV 
in 2012. Recently after ending his final term as County Commissioner he received a 
major milestone by receiving his Phd in Public Policy at UNLV in 2022. He is now a 
part time instructor at UNLV and the Chief of Sta� & Director of Diversity at CSN. 

He is also a life-time member of Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity and a mentor for the 
Kappa League. 

BANQUET SPEAKER
Congressman Steven Horsford

Representative Horsford is a proven 
champion for Nevada’s working families. 
In the 118th Congress, he is committed to 
crushing the coronavirus, getting Nevada’s 
economy back on track, and restoring public 
faith in American institutions.

Rep. Horsford understands the challenges 
many families in Nevada’s Fourth face each 
and everyday.  He fights for responsible gun 
control and background checks. He lost his 
father when he was 19 and empathizes with 
those who have experienced the pain of 
losing a loved one to gun violence. His work 
has focused on ending the school to prison 
pipeline and provide the safety net children 
and families need to succeed. He has 
worked to strengthen children, families 
and communities because these are 
priorities for so many Nevadans.

For more than a decade, Rep. Horsford led the Culinary Training Academy, the 
largest job training program in Nevada, helping thousands of workers find quality 
careers in the hospitality industry. An unique partnership between labor and 
business, the Culinary Training Academy under Rep. Horsford’s leadership placed 
over 80 percent of graduates into good paying jobs and completed a 
multi-million capital construction campaign.

Rep. Horsford made history as Nevada’s first African-American State Senate 
Majority Leader and he delivered. He passed the “Clean Energy Jobs Initiative” 
and positioned Nevada as a leader in renewable energy. When Nevada’s economy 
was devastated during the recession, Rep. Horsford worked across party lines to 
solve the worst budget crisis in state history.

While previously representing Nevadans in our nation’s capital, Rep. Horsford 
worked to ensure veterans, seniors citizens, and all Nevadans received the 
benefits they deserved, authored and passed the Nevada Lands Bill to create jobs 
across the state, and fought to protect a woman’s right to make her own 
healthcare decisions.

Most recently a small business owner, in partnership with Intel, Horsford worked 
to bring the first of its kind workforce development program for youth and young 
adults to North Las Vegas. He helped to launch a food recovery program with 
Three Square and major employers like MGM Resorts to address food insecurity 
among needy children, families and seniors.  He brings a principled focus on job 
creation, community development and skills development to Congress. Born and 
raised in Las Vegas to an immigrant mother, Rep. Horsford has worked hard to 
raise and nurture his three children.

Jacob Berry 
(Scholarship Recipient)

 
Jacob Berry, Junior Business Management Major and Economics Minor from Las Vegas, NV. Class of 
2022 Advanced Honors Graduate of Canyon Springs High School.
 
I currently attend the illustrious Howard University where I am a Student Ambassador, Co-Director of 
Mentorship for the School of Business Council, Residential Assistant, and Member of the National 
Association of Black Accountants (NABA).    

Lauren Bowling
(Scholarship Recipient)

 
Hello! My name is Lauren Bowling and I am a freshman at the University of Nevada Las Vegas studying 
Hospitality and Marketing. I am a Las Vegas local, and I was my high schools �rst Girls Wrestling Team 
Captain. I was a two time state placer, and graduated with a 4.1 GPA. I am incredibly grateful for the 
opportunity to have been selected as a recipient of the 2024 MLK College Scholarship!!



JUNIOR GRAND MARSHAL 
Justyn Boumah
Founder & CEO, Heroes & Hearts and The Traveling Toddler

 

Justyn Boumah, Founder & CEO of Heroes & 
Hearts and The Traveling Toddler, shows the 
world everyday, “You don’t have to be BIG 
or STRONG to do BIG things (or dreams)!” 
At only seven years old Boumah has made 
a global impact. Incredibly, he has been 
recognized by Prince Harry and Meghan 
Markle and featured on the TODAY Show, 
People TV Magazine Online, ABC World 
News, and Newsmax’s Patriot of the Week. 
Phenomenally Boumah, the youngest 
founder of a nonprofit organization in 
Nevada, is a Philanthropist and Social 
Entrepreneur. He utilizes his talents and 
creativity through his organization’s mission 
to educate, encourage, and empower 
marginalized or overlooked communities 
globally through literacy, leadership, and 
legacy. His organization, Heroes & Hearts, 
has four major events each year: STEM 
Days: Robotics, Bricks, & Kicks, The Blessing 
Project, Art & Reading Event, Super Justyn’s 
Giveaway, and Learning is Fun Libraries. 
As a Youth Influencer, Boumah is the 
Youngest Award Winning International 
African American Author. He currently has 14 books in his series, The Traveling Toddler and continues to write 
more everyday. Boumah began writing with his mom at 2-years-old. Together, they shed light on different issues 
such as children’s food allergies, helping and encouraging individuals who have experienced marginalization, 
and providing educational resources for children globally. Boumah has written several books about his travel 
experiences giving families the opportunity to see the world by simply reading about it in his stories. Boumah 
has been to 10 countries, across 4 continents. He has been awarded over 35 recognitions, contests and grants for 
his creative service projects and storybooks. As part of his movement, Boumah is educating and uplifting many 
individuals and organizations through social action bringing awareness to the work and workers who many 
times unrecognized.

Born in Smyrna Delaware, Mr. Evans came to Las Vegas 
after serving his country in the Korean War. A talented 
athlete, he was encouraged by his captain to attend 
officiating classes while stationed in Germany. 
Throughout his years in the military, he was able 
to travel, officiate various sports and meet people 
of diverse backgrounds. If he was not participating 
in the sport, he was coaching or officiating soccer, 
basketball, baseball and football. He realized that he 
had an infinity and love for all sports and teaching 
players skills that they did not know.

William “Bill” Evans is known amongst the greater 
Las Vegas Valley, Clark County and the state of 
Nevada has been a beacon for education for nearly 
as long as he can remember.  His peers, friends, 
students and associates all refer to him as Mr. Evans 
from the first day he arrived at his new teaching 
assignment located at Madison Elementary School. 
Mr. Evans as he is called by everyone no matter 
their age, became part of the historical group of 
African-American educators that made their way to 
Las Vegas to proceed to teach the growing African 
American community.

Throughout the years Mr. Evans has remained an active sports Official. In 1963, he joined Southern Nevada 
Officials Association as a football official. He later decided to get involved in baseball, softball, basketball, 
volleyball and track & field for the remainder of that year. His animated signals for basketball was as 
entertaining as the game and many officials trained under his tutelage maintain his style of calling a game.

He is a man that was fair and often relied upon to speak on behalf of the causes he believed in. Because he was 
a man of conviction, he did not always agree with the popular opinion and could plainly state his facts. He is a 
patient and active listener and has done a lot for his country, his community and his family.

GRAND MARSHAL 
William Evans
Education, Sports, Activism 

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Dr. Lawrence Weekly

He was born in Las Vegas, Nevada on April 16, 1964. 
He grew up in West Las Vegas and graduated from 
Western High School in 1982. He then chose to 
further his education and took some classes at Clark 
County Community College (presently known as 
College of Southern Nevada). Weekly then earned 
a BA in Communication from Grambling State 
University in 1987. After graduating he then 
returned to Las Vegas to pursue a career in 
radio broadcasting and education, but eventually 
found his way into public service.

Before his calling as a public servant, Weekly became 
a radio personality talk show host for KCEP Power88 
in 1989. He was given his own show slot called 
Straight Talk with Lawrence Weekly which he still 
continues to to this day every Saturday. In 1995 he 
joined City of Las Vegas’ Neighborhood Services 
Department as a management analyst. Where he 
was then given the opportunity to become the 
community liaison for City Councilman Gary Reese 
in 1998. He kept this position until he was appointed 
as the City Councilman  for ward 5 when Ward 5 was 
created in 1999. Which he maintained his seat for seven years, until resigning from his 
position in 2007, when Governor Jim Gibbons appointed him to the Clark County 
Commission in 2008. He was re-elected for two additional terms until he left o�ce on 
January 4, 2021. Weekly also served as the Vice Chair of the Clark County Commission 
from 2019 to 2021.

During his public service Weekly also earned a MA in Public Administration from UNLV 
in 2012. Recently after ending his final term as County Commissioner he received a 
major milestone by receiving his Phd in Public Policy at UNLV in 2022. He is now a 
part time instructor at UNLV and the Chief of Sta� & Director of Diversity at CSN. 

He is also a life-time member of Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity and a mentor for the 
Kappa League. 

BANQUET SPEAKER
Congressman Steven Horsford

Representative Horsford is a proven 
champion for Nevada’s working families. 
In the 118th Congress, he is committed to 
crushing the coronavirus, getting Nevada’s 
economy back on track, and restoring public 
faith in American institutions.

Rep. Horsford understands the challenges 
many families in Nevada’s Fourth face each 
and everyday.  He fights for responsible gun 
control and background checks. He lost his 
father when he was 19 and empathizes with 
those who have experienced the pain of 
losing a loved one to gun violence. His work 
has focused on ending the school to prison 
pipeline and provide the safety net children 
and families need to succeed. He has 
worked to strengthen children, families 
and communities because these are 
priorities for so many Nevadans.

For more than a decade, Rep. Horsford led the Culinary Training Academy, the 
largest job training program in Nevada, helping thousands of workers find quality 
careers in the hospitality industry. An unique partnership between labor and 
business, the Culinary Training Academy under Rep. Horsford’s leadership placed 
over 80 percent of graduates into good paying jobs and completed a 
multi-million capital construction campaign.

Rep. Horsford made history as Nevada’s first African-American State Senate 
Majority Leader and he delivered. He passed the “Clean Energy Jobs Initiative” 
and positioned Nevada as a leader in renewable energy. When Nevada’s economy 
was devastated during the recession, Rep. Horsford worked across party lines to 
solve the worst budget crisis in state history.

While previously representing Nevadans in our nation’s capital, Rep. Horsford 
worked to ensure veterans, seniors citizens, and all Nevadans received the 
benefits they deserved, authored and passed the Nevada Lands Bill to create jobs 
across the state, and fought to protect a woman’s right to make her own 
healthcare decisions.

Most recently a small business owner, in partnership with Intel, Horsford worked 
to bring the first of its kind workforce development program for youth and young 
adults to North Las Vegas. He helped to launch a food recovery program with 
Three Square and major employers like MGM Resorts to address food insecurity 
among needy children, families and seniors.  He brings a principled focus on job 
creation, community development and skills development to Congress. Born and 
raised in Las Vegas to an immigrant mother, Rep. Horsford has worked hard to 
raise and nurture his three children.

Mariah Baird 
(Scholarship Recipient)

 
Hi my name is Mariah and Im currently a student a UNLV and Im studying �lm. My goal is a be a 
screenwriter in the future. 

Jennifer Mupenda
(Scholarship Recipient)

 
Hello! My name is Jennifer Mupenda, and I am a computer science major at the University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas. I have been a Las Vegas local since the age of 3 years old, but I am originally from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. I hope to pursue a career in the technology space. Currently, I am vice 
president of Girls Who Code College Loop at my university where I am able to cultivate a community 
for women and non binary identities to nerd out and talk about technology. Technology is the one 
thing that has shown time and time again to transform lives! I was belated to �nd out I was the 
recipient of the MLK Scholarship Award. Thank you so much to the sponsors of the scholarship for 
giving the �nancial �exibility to go after my dreams!



CSN is a proud sponsor of the 

43rd ANNUAL 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Scholarship Banquet.

CSN is an Equal Opportunity A�rmative Action Institution. For more information, visit csn.edu/nondiscrimination

Scan to Learn More

Cox Las Vegas is a proud supporter of the 

 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Committee.

Thank you for keeping the dream of Dr. King alive 
 and strong in our community.

— Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.— Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

I believe that unarmed truth and
unconditional love will have the final

 word in reality. This is why right, 
temporarily defeated, is stronger 

than evil triumphant.

I believe that unarmed truth and
unconditional love will have the final

 word in reality. This is why right, 
temporarily defeated, is stronger 

than evil triumphant.



“Living the Dream:  

Honoring the Past, Embracing the Future.” 

Congratulates the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Committee on your      
43rd Anniversary of commitment to the Las Vegas community.  

Let Us Create the Vision While You Celebrate. 

Delois Reece—Event Designer @  702-232-2452 

Tonya Fortson—Event Designer @   702-525-6546 

Website:  www.kindredspiritsdesignslv.com 

Email:  kindredspirits1911@gmail.com 

We must come to see that the end we seek is a society at 
peace with itself, a society that can live with its conscience.  

MLK, Jr. 

FOCUSED ON 
WHAT MATTERS

EMBRACING HUMANITY.  
PROTECTING THE PLANET.

Learn ore at MGMRESORTS.COM/FOCUSED



Southern Nevada Regional Housing Authority 
salutes the recipients of the 2025

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Scholarship Award

“Living the Dream - Honoring the 
past, Embracing the Future”





“Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, 
‘What are you doing for others?’” 

MLK, Jr. 

Let us create and elevate the vision of your celebration! 
Delois Reece—Event Designer @  702-232-2452 

Tonya Fortson—Event Designer @   702-525-6546 

Email:  info@kindredspiritsdesignslv.com 

Website: www.kindredspiritsdesignslv.com 

Congratulates the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Committee on 
your 41stAnniversary of commitment to the  

Las Vegas community.  

Not everybody can be famous, 
but everybody can be  great   
because greatness is  
determined by service. 

- Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

www.sumnumarketing.com 

41ST ANNUAL MLK 
SCHOLARSHIP BANQUET

.    . 
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DREAM
LIVING

THE
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42ND ANNUAL MLK 
SCHOLARSHIP BANQUET

HONORING THE LEGACY OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

Congratulations to the Dr. Martin  

Luther King, Jr. Committee for your 

43 years of continuous service to the 

Las Vegas community. 

Thank you for you continuous support of my    

endeavors. 

Aniya Wesley 

2025 Beta Kappa Debutante 
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