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Programme

Banquet Reception
Entertainment by My. Melvin Williams

Opening ReMArRS . . .. ..o Master of Ceremonies
Dv. Lawrence Weekly
Presentation of Colors ............... .. ... ... Cheyenne High School Color Guard
Black National Anthem. .. ......... .. ... Miss Kiana Oliver
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Welcome. .. ... Ms. Rhea Watson
Congressional RemarRs. . .................. Congressman Steven Horsford (video)
Introduction of Grand Mavrshals. . ...................... My. Wendell P. Williams

Founder & President/Parade Chair

DINNER SERVED (7:30pm)
(Entertainment by Mr. Melvin Williams)

GUest SpeaRer. .. ... Rev. Dr. Jamal H. Bryant
New Birth Missionary Church

Sponsorship Acknowledgements

Parade Sponsor Gold Sponsor Bronze Sponsors

Corporate Sponsors Siltver Sponsors Media Sponsor
Platinum Sponsors

Closing ReMAVRS. . . ..o i Mr. Wendell P. Williams
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Committee Members

Wendell P. Williams ~ President/Founder Tonya Fortson ~ Treasurer
Delois Reece ~ Secretary Bettye Fortson ~ Parliamentarian

Members
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KimTari Fortson-Cox Taylor Greene Sonia King Debra Sumler Rhea Watson
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1984
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Linda McMosley
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Faye Duncan Daniels
James “Jimmy” Gay

1988
Richard Bryan
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1989
James McMillian
Rosie Smith

1990

Shirley Barber
Ron Lurie
Steve Miller

1991
Eliza Rhone
Wendell Williams

1992 (10th Anniversary)
Judge Lee Gates
Dora Harris

1993
Hattie Canty
Sam Smith

1994
Marzette Lewis
Rev. James Rogers

1995
Lee Brown
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1996
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Eva Simmons

1997
Verlia Grice Davis
Frank Hawkins

1998
Andre Denson
Dr. Beverly Mathis

1999
Earnest Fountain
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2000
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2001
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2004
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Ramon Savoy
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Rev. Jesse Scott
Marcia L. Washington
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2008
Judge Johnnie Rawlinson
Lawrence Weekly

2009
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Delores Sawyer

2010
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Tony Gladney
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2012 (30th Anniversary)
Gene Collins
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Rev. Marion D. Bennett
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Ida Gaines
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US Congressman
Steven Horsford

Dr. Sonya Horsford
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Kimberly Bailey-Tureaud
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2018
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Goynes-Brown
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2020
Bettye Fortson
Craig Knight

2022 (40th Anniversary)
Duana Malone
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Jayla Manor

Nigel Murray
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Sandra Douglass Morgan
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Nikki Fargas

William Evans

Justyn Boumah

Ava Ramirez
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US Senator Catherine Cortez Masto
Bobby McRoy

Bishop Tommy Collier

Elect-Lady Shirley Collier

Jeremiah Ferrell

Alliah Jordan

2025

Dr. DeRionne Pollard
Commissioner William McCurdy Il
Coach Hunkie Cooper

Dr. Lisa Morris Hibbler
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Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Committee
®. O. Box 270096
Las ‘Vegas, Nevada 89127-0027
(702) 498-5888
www. KingWeek LasVegas.com

January 18, 2025
Good Evening!

As President and Founder of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Committee, it is my honor to welcome you
to our 43rd Annual MLK Scholarship Banquet. Tonight, we come together to commemorate the legacy
of a great American—Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.—and reflect on the enduring impact of his vision
for equality, justice, and peace.

Our theme this year, “Living the Dream: Honoring the Past; Embracing the Future,” reminds us of the
vital connection between the sacrifices of those who came before us and the responsibility we carry to
build a better tomorrow. Dr. King’s unwavering fight for justice and equality laid a foundation for hope
and progress, but our work is far from over.

We must continue to challenge ourselves and our communities to stand against injustice and eliminate
the barriers that divide us. As Dr. King envisioned, the destiny of our nation is rooted in equality for all.
When America fully embraces unity and justice, we will fulfill the promise of becoming a truly great
nation.

Dr. King’s teachings of peace and non-violence offer timeless guidance, reminding us that we are
indeed our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers. Now more than ever, we must commit to building one another
up, supporting one another, and doing what is right—not just for ourselves but for future generations.
Let us move forward with courage, purpose, and unity as we honor the past and embrace the
possibilities of the future.

On behalf of the MLK Committee, | thank you for joining us this evening to celebrate this special
occasion. A heartfelt thanks to our corporate sponsors and supporters whose generosity and dedication
make this event possible. Your presence here tonight is a testament to the power of community and the
importance of continuing the work inspired by Dr. King.

Together, let us live the dream by honoring the past and embracing the future.
Peace,
Wendell P. Williams

President and Founder
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Committee

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Committee
®. O. Box 270096
Las ‘Vegas, Nevada 89127-0027
(702) 498-5888
www.KingWeek LasVegas.com

January 18, 2025

Greetings!

Welcome to our 43rd Annual MLK Scholarship Banquet. We are honored you've chosen
to join us this evening as we reflect on and celebrate the legacy of a great
humanitarian, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. His unwavering commitment to equality
and justice for all laid the foundation for the progress we enjoy today and the hope we
hold for future generations.

This year’s theme, “Living the Dream: Honoring the Past; Embracing the Future,”
captures the heart of Dr. King’s vision. It reminds us to honor the sacrifices and
resilience of those who came before us while striving with determination to create a
brighter tomorrow. Tonight, we celebrate not only how far we’ve come but the shared
dreams we continue to pursue together.

Our challenge remains to move forward with purpose: lifting up those in need, treating
one another with respect, and working together for the common good. We must lead
through action, showing the power of unity, non-violence, education, and awareness.
The generations watching us must see that progress is possible through unity,
brotherhood, and peace as we stand firm for justice, equality, and opportunity for all.

This evening, we honor Dr. King'’s legacy and express our heartfelt gratitude to you,
our supporters. Your dedication enables us to make meaningful strides in our
community. This year, we've grown as a vital force for good, and with your continued
support, we are poised to achieve even greater impact.

Thank you for believing in our mission. Together, we are shaping a future built on
shared values—not for recognition, but for the betterment of our entire community.

Blessings to you all,

Delois Reece Tonya Fortson
Co-Chairperson Co-Chairperson



Dr. DeRionne Poliard

Dr. DeRionne Pollard is the president of Nevada State University
(NS), a public comprehensive institution awarding baccalaureate
degrees in over 50 courses of study and graduate education in
niche, high-demand areas of concentration. NS is one of the
fastest-growing colleges in the country and is designated as a
Minority Serving Institute (MSI), Hispanic Serving Institution (HSI),
and Asian American Native American Pacific Islander Institution
(AANAPI). Gloriously diverse, nearly half of all NS students are
first-generation college students, and NS advances phenomenal
teaching and superb student support to expand and diversify an
educated workforce, thereby protecting social justice and
economic mobility.

Dr. Pollard began her tenure at NS on August 16, 2021. Dr. Pollard
is the first Black female president of any NSHE institution. She has
held previous roles at the College of Lake County and served as
president of both Montgomery College (2010-2021) and Las
Positas College (2008-2010).

Dr. Pollard is deeply connected to her community, serving on the Board of Directors for the Las Vegas Global
Economic Alliance (LVGEA), the Henderson Chamber of Commerce, the Vegas Chamber of Commerce, and
Nevada Public Radio (KNPR). Nationally, Dr. Pollard is a member of the Center for First-Generation Student
Success Advisory Board for the National Association of Student Personnel Administrators (NASPA), serves on
the Board of Directors for Generation Hope, a transformative non-profit focused on the success of parenting
college students and their children, the American Association of State Colleges and Universities (AASCU)
national board, and most recently she has been appointed to the Council for Higher Education Accreditation
(CHEA) board. A nationally recognized leader, Dr. Pollard is a frequent speaker, presenter, coach, and mentor on
issues related to higher education leadership and governance, diversity/equity/inclusions/justice, and capacity
building in small and large teams.

As a result of her work and accomplishments, Dr. Pollard was named one of Washington's 100 Most Powerful
Women by Washingtonian Magazine, won a 2017 Academic Leadership Award from the Carnegie Corporation
of New York, and a Visionary Award from the Washington Area Women'’s Foundation. More recently, Dr. Pollard
was named one of the 2023 Women to Watch by Nevada Business Magazine, she received the Las Vegas Global
Economic Alliance 2023 Leadership award, and the 2024 National TRIO Achiever Award, an honor given by the
Council for Opportunity in Education (COE) to TRIO alumni who have had exceptional success in their careers
and communities. She holds a Bachelor and Master of Arts in English from lowa State University and a Ph.D. in
educational leadership and policy studies in higher education from Loyola University Chicago.

Perhaps it is Dr. Pollard’s own description that best captures who she is and what she brings with her to this
work: “First-generation college completer; proud Chicago Public Schools graduate; former food stamps and
public assistance recipient; motherless child healed by parenting; loved by and loving the most glorious
woman for over 30 years; and uncompromising warrior for access to equitable, life-transforming education for
all who seek it to enhance their lives and the communities in which we live and serve”

Commission
Vice-Chairman William
McCurdy i

Commissioner William McCurdy Il was elected to the Clark
County Commission in 2020 and sworn in for his first term
on Jan. 4, 2021, and re-elected to his second term for
2025. He was selected by his peers to serve as
vice-chairman of the Board of County Commissioners on
Jan. 2,2024. Commissioner McCurdy previously served
two terms (2016-2020) in the Nevada State Legislature as
the representative for Assembly District 6.

During his tenure as Assemblyman, he was elected as the

first African American and youngest chair of the Nevada

State Democratic Party. Significant legislation introduced

by McCurdy improved Education, Public Safety,

Healthcare and Economic Development. While at the

Legislature, he served as vice chairman of the

Government Affairs Committee and was a member of the Commerce and Labor and Legislative
Operations and Elections committees. Additionally, he served on the Homeland Security Commission.

Prior to his service in the Nevada Legislature, McCurdy was an organizer with the Service Employees
International Union (SEIU) where he elevated to state political director. He also was very engaged
during his years at the College of Southern Nevada where he was elected student body president.
While there he fought against tuition increases and worked to secure thousands of dollars in student
scholarships to ensure education was within reach for many desiring to achieve their dreams.
McCurdy is a native Las Vegan, born in the very Commission District he now proudly represents. He
holds an Associate’s degree from the College of Southern Nevada and a Bachelor of Arts in Urban
Studies from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.

McCurdy is a proud husband to his wife, Susie McCurdy and father to their three children.



HUNKIE COOPER

A native of Palestine, Texas; The 8th of 10 kids, The proud
father of 3 Boys and 3 Girls. Nigel, Dirik, Simone, Brianna,
A.J. & Destini. The proud papa of 13 Beautiful grand kids

and my wife Tiffany and | have been married for 24 Years.

Former Rebel football star player “Hunkie” Cooper returned
to UNLV and joined the program in April 2023 in the newly
created position of Director of Football Player
Development.

Having just completed his eighth season as an Assistant
Head Football coach overseeing wide receivers at San Diego
State, Cooper returned to the school where he famously
played six different positions during his two-year Rebel
career in 1990-91.
An Honorable Mention All-American and two-time First
Team All-Big West Conference honoree as a return man, he
went on to become a legendary member of the Arizona
Rattlers, being named the fifth-greatest player in Arena Football League history by the league’s Silver
Anniversary Committee.

The Texas native, who quarterbacked Navarro Junior College to the 1989 national championship, was
before joining the Rebels, also served as a UNLV radio analyst in 1998-99. Cooper later began his
coaching career in the AFL starting the Utah Blaze Arena football Club with former NFL and Dallas
Cowboy legend, Danny White.

Cooper spent six seasons as head coach of Canyon Springs High School in North Las Vegas, from
2009-2015 increasing their GPA from a 2.0- 3.25 with a 100% graduation rate and college placement
with the inner-city young men and women in his program before moving to the collegiate level at San
Diego State University. At SDSU the team won two MWC Championships and played in three. UNLV,
Played in the first Conference Championship in 40 years, was in the top 25 for the first time in School
History and are in the middle of a Historic season now for the Rebels.

He was inducted into AFL Hall of Fame in 2011, with over 20K yards & 250 TD’s
He was inducted into the NIAA & Southern Nevada Sports Hall of Fame in 2019
He was inducted into the UNLV Athletics Hall of Fame in May of 2024

He was inducted into the Navarro College Hall of Fame in September of 2024

Lisa Morris Hibbler, D.P.A.

Dr. Lisa Morris Hibbler is a vanguard leader, deeply
committed to fostering positive change and tackling the
issues that impact underserved communities. Her profound
grasp of the challenges faced by numerous individuals and
families drives her lifelong dedication to enhancing their
lives through educational initiatives and community
development projects. Her efforts aim to uplift and
empower those around her, ensuring they have the support
needed to thrive.

With an impressive tenure of nearly 27 years at the City of

Las Vegas, Nevada, Dr. Morris Hibbler has proven herself as a

dedicated public servant and a strategic executive. Her roles

have included ICMA Credentialed Deputy City Manager and

Chief Community Services Officer, where she specialized in social equity, workforce development, and
enhancing community capacity. Her leadership and expertise have left a significant mark on the
community she serves.

Currently, Dr. Morris Hibbler holds several influential positions: Executive Director of the Shaquille
O’Neal Foundation, and Professor of Practice at UNLV. She is also the Co-Founder of JBM Strategic
Partners consulting firm. Recognized for her impactful contributions, she has received multiple
accolades, including the UNLV College of Education Hall of Fame Inductee, Historic Westside Legacy
Park Inductee, 2024 African American Trailblazer Impact Award, 2021 Women to Watch by Nevada
Business Magazine, and a 2021 Women Inspiring Nevada Honoree by Vegas Inc. In addition to her
professional achievements, she values her roles as a wife and mother, continuing to lead and inspire
with unwavering commitment to community improvement.



Kash Williams
(Jr. Grand Marshal)

Kash Williams
Vice President of Emerging Leaders

Kash was born and raised in Las Vegas and currently attends
Cheyenne High School, where she serves as the President of
the Black Student Union. In 2021, she joined the Archonettes,
a youth auxiliary of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., and also joined
the nonprofit organization Teaching and Uniting Ladies to
Inspire Positive Success (T.U.L.L.LPS.). She considers these two
organizations as the foundation of her current personal and
community achievements.

Kash was selected to be the NAACP Youth Council President in
2022 and currently serves on numerous community-based executive boards at the age of 17. She has
a strong passion for giving back to her community and advancing equality and is also very strongly
passionate about equal education.

In her free time, she enjoys doing community service and being actively involved in her community.
Williams has accumulated over 200 community service hours and plans to keep doing work to further
her community. After high school, Kash plans to serve in the U.S. Army and one day start her own
nonprofit organization to help advocate for and serve the less fortunate community.

Chordonn Allen

Chordonn Allen, a native of Las Vegas, NV, is a dynamic
entrepreneur and community advocate known for his
creative vision and passion for cultural representation. He
attended Bishop Gorman and Centennial High Schools
before earning his associate degree in Business from the
College of Southern Nevada. Currently, he is pursuing a
bachelor’s degree in Business Marketing at UNLV.

As the founder of Kozy Studios Apparel, Chordonn creates
streetwear that celebrates culture, individuality, and
community. He also co-hosts The Business Information
Buffet Podcast, creating a platform for conversations
about entrepreneurship, innovation, and community
impact.

Professionally, Chordonn oversees email marketing for

NulLife Kicks, a local sneaker care company, where he

strengthens customer engagement and elevates brand

presence. His previous roles, including an internship with the Regional Transportation Commission of
Southern Nevada and work at the College of Southern Nevada’s food pantry, showcase his
commitment to professional growth and community service.

Chordonn’s dedication to leadership and service was shaped by his time with Alpha Men and Divas of
Tomorrow (AMDOT), a youth group under Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., which he was involved in
from 7th grade until his high school graduation. Through initiatives like King of Jewels, he continues
to uplift underserved communities while pursuing his own entrepreneurial ambitions.

From his creative endeavors to his community work, Chordonn embodies innovation, resilience, and a
passion for inspiring others to embrace their unique potential.




REV. DR.JAMAL-HARRISON BRYANT

BI1 OGRAPHY

Visionary. Civil Rights Activist. Community Organizer. Presidential Lifetime Achievement Award
Recipient. 2X Grammy Award Winning Artist; Dr. Jamal-Harrison Bryant combines sound biblical
teaching, business acumen, and political insight to propel the Body of Christ to action and greater
levels of faith.

Since his youth, Dr. Bryant has prevailed against the odds -
rising from a G.E.D. to a Ph.D. Before pastoring, he served as
the National Youth and College Director of the NAACP for six
years, where he helped to mobilize over 70,000 youth
worldwide in non-violent campaigns.

Dr. Bryant, a third-generation minister, was the founding
pastor of Empowerment Temple AME Church in Baltimore,
Maryland, acclaimed as the fastest-growing African Methodist
Episcopal church in the denomination’s 200-year history.

With an undeniable gift to bridge generations
from the Civil Rights movement to the Black
Lives Matter era, Dr. Bryant incites change in
the faith community. His ability to reach across
social, economic, and political barriers has
helped people experience the life-changing
gospel of Jesus Christ and activate success in
their everyday lives. His ministry has become
an incubator for entrepreneurs, homeowners,
and the like. Additionally, programs under his
guidance have aimed to spread the gospel,
develop strong leaders, empower the
economically disadvantaged, and challenge
social injustices.

In December 2018, Dr. Bryant was appointed as
the Senior Pastor of New Birth Missionary
Baptist Church in Stonecrest, Georgia. His
leadership efforts have strengthened the multi-
generational bond among members, cultivated
families, and expanded community outreach as
well as the church’s cultural significance.

Master of Ceremonies:
Dr. Lawrence Weekly

Biography

He was born in Las Vegas, Nevada on April 16, 1964. He grew up in West Las Vegas
and graduated from Western High School in 1982. He then chose to further his
education and took some classes at Clark County Community College (presently known
as College of Southern Nevada). Weekly then earned a BA in Communication from
Grambling State University in 1987. After graduating he then returned to Las Vegas to
pursue a career in radio broadcasting and education, but eventually found his way into
public service.

Before his calling as a public servant, Weekly became a radio personality talk show host
for KCEP Power88 in 1989. He was given his own show slot called Straight Talk with
Lawrence Weekly which he still continues to to this day every Saturday. In 1995 he
joined City of Las Vegas’ Neighborhood Services Department as a management
analyst. Where he was then given the opportunity to become the community liaison for
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acob Berry
(Scholarship Recipient)

Jacob Berry, Junior Business Management Major and Economics Minor from Las Vegas, NV. Class of
2022 Advanced Honors Graduate of Canyon Springs High School.

| currently attend the illustrious Howard University where [ am a Student Ambassador, Co-Director of
Mentorship for the School of Business Council, Residential Assistant, and Member of the National
Association of Black Accountants (NABA).

Lauren Bowling
(Scholarship Recipient)

Hello! My name is Lauren Bowling and | am a freshman at the University of Nevada Las Vegas studying
Hospitality and Marketing. | am a Las Vegas local, and | was my high schools first Girls Wrestling Team
Captain. | was a two time state placer, and graduated with a 4.1 GPA. | am incredibly grateful for the
opportunity to have been selected as a recipient of the 2024 MLK College Scholarship!!




Mariah Baird
(Scholarship Recipient)

Hi my name is Mariah and Im currently a student a UNLV and Im studying film. My goal is a be a
screenwriter in the future.

Jennifer Mupenda
(Scholarship Recipient)

Hello! My name is Jennifer Mupenda, and | am a computer science major at the University of Nevada,
Las Vegas. | have been a Las Vegas local since the age of 3 years old, but | am originally from the
Democratic Republic of Congo. | hope to pursue a career in the technology space. Currently, | am vice
president of Girls Who Code College Loop at my university where | am able to cultivate a community
for women and non binary identities to nerd out and talk about technology. Technology is the one
thing that has shown time and time again to transform lives! | was belated to find out | was the
recipient of the MLK Scholarship Award. Thank you so much to the sponsors of the scholarship for
giving the financial flexibility to go after my dreams!
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Cox Las Vegas is a proud supporter of the

Thank you for keeping the dream of Dr. King alive
and strong in our community.
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“QCSN COX. COX coxMobile HINIRIeY

CSN is an Equal Opportunity Affirmative Action Institution. For more information, visit csn.edu/nondiscrimination




"Living the Dream:

Honoring the Past, Fmbracing the Future.”

We must come to see that the end we seek is a society at

peace with itself, a society that can [ive with its conscience.

MLEK, Jr.

Kindved Spiris Designs

Congratulates the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Committee on your
43rd Anniversary of commitment to the Las Vegas community.

Let ‘Us Create the Vision While YJou Celebrate.
Delois Reece—Event Designer @ 702-232-2452
T onya fortson—Event Designer @ 702-525-6546
Website: www.kRindredspiritsdesignsliv.com

Email: kindredspiritsigii@gmail.com

EMBRACING HUMANITY.
PROTECTING THE PLANET.

At MGM Resorts International, we believe in building connections and creating meaningful opportunities that
uplift our communities. Through collaboration with our guests, employees, neighbors and partners, we are
committed to delivering exceptional experiences and fostering positive change.

MGM Resorts is proud to support the Annual MLK Scholarship Banquet, celebrating the transformative power of

education in shaping a brighter future.

Learn more at MGMRESORTS.COM/FOCUSED

MGM RESORTS

INTERNATIONAL”®
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Palmmortuary.com G @Palmmortuary

Southern Nevada Regional Housing Authority
salutes the recipients of the 2025
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Scholarship Award

“Living the Dream - Honoring the
past, Embracing the Future”

< ; Q Southern Nevada
SNRHA  Regional Housing Authority



PROUD TO FUEL LIVES, BUSINESSES,
AND A STRONGER COMMUNITY.

Southwest Gas’ commitment to our community
extends far beyond the safe and reliable delivery

of natural gas for homes and businesses. We are
actively working to help build a more sustainable
future and better quality of life in the neighborhoods
where we live and work.

We are proud to support the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. ‘*
Scholarship Banquet Committee in honoring the great
W-

work of their namesake.
SOUTHWEST GAS

swgas.com/community




CCNot everybody can be famous,

but everybody can be F{EL

because greatness is
determined by service. 99

- Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

w
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SUMNU

MARKETING

ww.sumnumarketing.com

Congratulations to the Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jvr. Committee for your
43 years of continuous service to the

Las Vegas community.

Thank you for you continuous support of my
endeavors.

Aniya Wesley
2025 Beta Kappa Debutante
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